CHAPTER THREE

The Third Arab .Israeli War: Prelude
and Aftermath

ERUPTION OP BORDER CONFLICTS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND
THE ARAB STATES
The sudden eruption of the Middle East crisis in May-June,
1967, had its genesis in the Syrian-Israeli border conflicts. For
nine years after the cataclysm of Suez, Israel lived in relative
peace. The calm ended on the nights of January 3 and January
7, 1965, when two water installations were dynamited inside
the Israeli border by Arab irregulars known as Fedayeens*
belonging to a terrorist organization called Al Fatah2 which had
* The word Tedayeen* comes from the Arabic root 'sacrifice', Le., those
who sacrifice themselves or assume a suicidal mission. See Institute for
Strategic Studies, London, Adelphi Papers, No. 53, December, 1968, p. 1.
2A1 Fatah was founded around 1955 by a Palestinian named Yasir
Arafat who had become disillusioned with the official Arab leadership for
the liberation of Palestine. During the early years however, the group
was small and had no substantial financial support and was in no way
prepared to engage in military action. From January 1965, the Al Fatah
received some assistance from the Syrian intelligence. But with the ad-
vent to power of a new Syrian government hi February 1966, a decision
was taken to support the Al Fatah in a much bigger way than before,
and from July 1966, the organization came entirely under Syrian control.
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